OILP Newsletter- November 2024

Dear Colleagues,  

Welcome to the OILP Monthly Newsletter! Below are recent updates from ACL, TA Resources, and other IL resources. To improve user friendliness, we have included a Table of Contents with links to each section. 
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[bookmark: Funding_Opportunities]Funding Opportunities
· FY2024 Tribal Transit Program: The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has made available more than $9 million in competitive grants for its FY 2024 Public Transportation on Indian Reservations (Tribal Transit) Program. The program is open to Federally recognized Indian Tribes and Alaska Native Villages, groups, or communities as identified by the U.S. Department of the Interior (DOI) Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA). Eligible activities include planning, capital, and operating assistance for tribal transit services in rural areas. Applications must be submitted by November 13, 2024, via grants.gov.  

· Mobility, Access, and Transportation Insecurity (MATI) Round 2 Request for Proposals: In spring 2024, CTS and our partners received an additional $1.246 million in funding from the FTA to run a second round of the MATI program focused on addressing transportation insecurity in smaller communities and rural areas of America. This funding will be allocated for the MATI Round 2 RFP, expected to be released in January 2025. CTS will be holding an informational webinar about the Round 2 process on November 19, 2024, from 1-2 p.m. Central Standard Time: Register here 
 
· Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change Grants: EPA’s new Environmental and Climate Justice Community Change Grants program (Community Change Grants) has announced a Notice of Funding Opportunity for approximately $2 billion dollars in Inflation Reduction Act funds in environmental and climate justice activities to benefit disadvantaged communities through projects that reduce pollution, increase community climate resilience, and build community capacity to address environmental and climate justice challenges. 

EPA is accepting applications on a rolling basis for $2 billion in Inflation Reduction Act funding available to support community-driven projects that build capacity for communities to tackle environmental and climate justice challenges, strengthen their climate resilience, and advance clean energy.
Read the announcement for the NOFO

To apply for this opportunity, view the RFA on Grants.gov.  Applications packages must be submitted on or before November 21, 2024, at 11:59 PM Eastern Time.

For more information, please visit Community Change Grants or contact CCGP@epa.gov. 

· New Funding Opportunities for Field Initiated Projects Program: ACL's National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research (NIDILRR) is announcing new funding opportunities for the Field Initiated Projects (FIPs) program.
The purpose of the FIPs program is to generate new knowledge through research or to develop methods, procedures, and rehabilitation technologies to maximize the full inclusion and integration into society, employment, independent living, family/caregiver support, and economic and self-sufficiency of people with disabilities, especially people with the greatest support needs. 

For more information, please visit Field Initiated Projects Program. Applications are due December 9, 2024.
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· IL T/TA Announcement:   We recently announced the Partnership of Inclusive Disaster Strategies (PIDS) was awarded a contract to deliver IL T/TA. A bid protest was filed, which is a challenge to the award of a contract. Under bid protest procedures, a stop work order was placed on the contract. As of October 30, the contract has been terminated. Since this is a litigation matter, we are limited in the information we can provide.  

We are actively working with HHS Office of Acquisition Management Service (OAMS) to resolicit a new contract for IL T/TA. In the interim, we will continue to ensure you have access to the IL T/TA services you need, which is as follows: 

ILRU will leave up their resources on the ILRU website. The RAPID courses, however, are not currently available on the ILRU page, but we are working on a plan to access them. Some, however, with prior logins have been able to access the RAPID courses. We also have resources at ACL. 
We have a team of IL experts that were former CIL and SILC directors you can access for help. Most were referred to us from ILRU with many years of experience in IL and will be helpful to you when needed. The expert team includes Candie Burnham, Bob Hand, Liz Pazdral, and Joe Bravo. Our Program Officers (POs), as well as Erica McFadden and Ed Ahern, are also available to provide T/TA, and our fiscal office will continue to provide T/TA around any fiscal questions.
· Technical Assistance Resources: Please see below for technical assistance resources on specific topics.

Housing- serving people at risk of or experiencing homelessness, developing partnerships with aging, health (Substance Abuse and MH Service providers, Money Follows the person (MFP) programs, hospitals, health insurance entities), and housing entities (AAA’s, Continuums of Care (funded by HUD), Public Housing Agencies (PHA’s), non-profit housing providers, and more. ), accessible housing/home modifications/AT, and developing affordable housing—Housing and Services Resource Center to request technical assistance please email HSRC@ACL.hhs.gov

Social Connections—developing/implementing strategies to address social isolation and/or loneliness, connecting with others working on this topic—Commit To Connect Coordinating Center, Innovation Hub, Commit to Connect Nationwide Network of Champions. To request technical assistance please email: info@committoconnect.org 

Accessible Transportation—making all aspects of transportation accessible…websites, apps, vehicles, program enrollment locations, first mile/last mile (traveling from home to public transportation and from public transportation to destination.  This includes sidewalks, bus stops, train stations, paths along roads, intersections and more.)---Accessible Transportation Resource Center (ATRC), National Accessible Transportation Accelerator Network (NATAN),  to request technical assistance please email ATRC@acl.hhs.gov 

Assistive Technology—connecting with state and territory Assistive Technology programs that help people of any age with disabilities (temporary, short, or long term) learn about, use and try assistive technology to enable them to fully engage in community, employment, education and live independently in their homes.   The Assistive Technology Technical Assistance and Training Center (AT3) provides information to connect to every state and territory AT program and provides TA to develop and strengthen partnerships among all sectors and AT programs at the state and community level.

· New Fiscal Resource Page: We are excited to announce that the Office of Fiscal Operations has a new resource page on ACL’s website for IL Programs. Please visit the page at Fiscal Resources for IL Programs for guidance and resources.

· OILP Monitoring: As a reminder regarding the current OILP monitoring process for grantees, the office continues to follow the COMP process when conducting reviews. More about that process can be found here. On the IL COMP webpage is a CIL evaluation tool and a fiscal review tool that OILP uses when conducting monitoring visits. We encourage grantees to use these tools to strengthen their operations, and always let your Program Officer know if you have any questions.

· IL Network Contact Updates:  As a reminder, if there are any contact information changes for CIL Executive Directors, SILC Executive Directors, SILC Chairs or DSE’s, please let your Program Officer know. To verify the current name and contact information for your Program Officer, please view the OILP staff list on ACL’s website. For guidance on changes in Executive Directors, please visit Changes in CIL Executive Directors under Frequently Asked Questions.

· OILP Monthly Newsletters: Beginning in April 2024, the newsletters and other communications will be distributed from OILP@acl.hhs.gov. Please add this e-mail address to your Safe Senders list. The OILP newsletters from May 2023—present are available on our website under the heading of Office of Independent Living Programs Monthly Newsletters. 
· DOJ Final Rule ADA Title II Digital Accessibility: The Federal Register published the Department’s final rule under Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), which applies to State and local governments, to improve web and mobile application (app) access for people with disabilities. The rule clarifies how State and local governments can meet their existing ADA obligations as many of their activities move to the digital space. This rule, signed by the Attorney General earlier this month, adopts a technical standard for web and mobile accessibility to ensure that people with disabilities can better access important public services like health care, voting, and education.
With this publication, the dates by which State and local governments must comply with the rule’s requirements are now finalized. State and local governments with a population of 50,000 or more will have to be in compliance with the rule’s requirements beginning on April 24, 2026. State and local governments with a population of less than 50,000, as well as special district governments, will have to be in compliance beginning on April 26, 2027. This means that State and local governments’ web content and mobile apps will have to generally meet the technical standard in the rule by these dates and on an ongoing basis after these dates.
In the meantime, State and local governments still have existing Title II obligations. This means that even before the compliance dates, State and local governments must provide people with disabilities equal access to their services, programs, and activities offered via the web and mobile apps.
For a high-level summary of the final rule, read the fact sheet. Individuals can also find the official version of the full rule in the Federal Register. The Department also plans to issue a Small Entity Compliance Guide to assist small State and local governments in complying with the rule.
To find out more about the ADA, visit ada.gov or call the Justice Department’s toll-free ADA information line at 1-800-514-0301 (voice) or 1-833-610-1264 (TTY).
· Audit Confirmation Requests:  Many Centers for Independent Living have reached out to request verifications for their independent fiscal audits. Please be advised that audit confirmation requests should be sent to pmsoigaudit@psc.hhs.gov. 

· Section 722 States Becoming Section 723 States FAQ Document Released: This Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document is available at Independent Living Programs FAQs.

· Indirect Cost Rates: For questions regarding indirect cost rates, contact information can be found at the Indirect Cost Rate Webpage. 

· Allowable Expenses: OILP has recently received questions from our grantees regarding allowable costs. For additional guidance, please consult 45 CFR 75.403 and contact the fiscal officer listed in your notice of award.
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· Please Save the Date for the November 21 OILP Connection Call at 3:00 P.M. Eastern Time. On this call, ACL leadership and the OILP team will share information on training and technical assistance for IL, office updates, and as always, we will leave time for any Q&As, comments, and concerns you have from the field. In addition, we would love to hear from you regarding any successes and updates you want to share. The OILP Connection Call provides an opportunity to get updates from the Office of Independent Living Services (OILP), hear presentations from our ACL colleagues; learn more about new programs or funding opportunities and get reminders around dates of importance. Board members, directors, staff – are all encouraged to attend. The OILP Connection Zoom link is here. 
· Apply for Free NCAPPS Person-Centered Planning Technical Assistance: ACL and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services have funded the National Center on Advancing Person-Centered Practices and Systems (NCAPPS). NCAPPS provides free technical assistance to states experiencing significant challenges implementing person-centered planning in compliance with the Home and Community-Based Services Final Rule requirements. Free NCAPPS technical assistance is currently available through the end of August 2025. To learn more and apply, please visit NCAPPS Technical Assistance Application. Apply by December 31, 2024
· FTA Announces New CCAM National Technical Assistance Center: FTA and the Coordinating Council on Access and Mobility (CCAM) announced the selection of the Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA) to administer the CCAM National Technical Assistance Center. As one of six FTA-funded centers that help federal grant recipients and other stakeholders develop innovative transportation solutions, CTAA will support CCAM Federal members and their partners in improving transportation access for people with disabilities, older adults, and individuals of low income. The Center will be live in early 2025. 

· Youth Coordinator Connect Meetings: 1st Tuesday of the Month at 2:00 p.m. Eastern
Join us to begin building a community of peer support and sharing for Youth Program Coordinators. Come share your experiences and tips and tricks and problem solve barriers to growing and implementing youth programs in your Center for Independent Living. Meet and learn from your colleagues throughout the country who are working towards the common goal of improving services for youth with disabilities.
Each month we will discuss a topic as it relates to youth programs and services.  These topics are chosen as a group.  We will also brainstorm solutions for barriers that may come up in your programs. To register, please visit Youth Coordinators Connection Call.
· Advocacy Committee Meetings: 1st Wednesday of the Month at 4:00 p.m. Eastern
APRIL is a national membership organization dedicated to advancing the rights and responsibilities of people with disabilities in rural America. APRIL is committed to an aggressive and culturally appropriate advocacy strategy tied to its Vision statement: “APRIL is the unified voice of independent living in rural America.” In furtherance of that Vision, APRIL has engaged hundreds of members and dedicated many hours aimed at developing a mission-focused system-change agenda to further the civil rights of all people with disabilities regardless of age, disability, income, gender, sexual orientation, ethnicity, religion, or nationality.
Equally important to us, is ensuring that young people with disabilities are integrated into all facets of program development and delivery. We are committed to the mantra “Nothing About Us, Without Us.” The advocacy committee works to address APRIL’s advocacy priorities.

· Emergency Prep Committee: 2nd Monday of the Month at 3:00 p.m. Eastern
APRIL began this committee to support CILs and SILCs in their efforts on emergency preparedness, mitigation, response, and recovery. 
We are in a climate crisis. Disasters and emergencies are increasing in intensity and frequency. Persons with disabilities are 26% of the US population. Disabled people are disproportionately impacted by disasters and emergencies. We are 2-to-4 times more likely to die or be injured during a disaster. 
We are all first responders when disasters strike in our localities. Let’s get together to share good practices and strategies, information and resources, and peer support before, during, and after disasters and emergencies. 
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· Commit to Connect Initiative: ACL’s Commit to Connect initiative recently added 27 new program examples to the Social Engagement Innovations Hub. With these additions, organizations now have access to more than 100 model social connection programs, services, and interventions from across the country. 

The Innovations Hub is a searchable clearinghouse designed to encourage adoption, replication, and awareness of best practices and data-driven interventions, programs, and services addressing social isolation and loneliness. Each program summary on the Innovations Hub contains details to help support replication, including an overview of the example, the role of partners, outcomes achieved, lessons learned, resources needed, and contact information. Questions? Contact Commit to Connect at info@committoconnect.org.

[bookmark: _Hlk177547400]The newly added programs, services, and interventions on the Innovations Hub include: 

Sportable Wellness Initiatives (WINS), developed by Sportable in Richmond, Virginia. Sportable WINS offers virtual and in-person adaptative wellness programming for people with disabilities to enhance social connection and overall health. 

Changing the Rhythm of Aging, an event organized by the Baltimore County Department on Aging in Towson, Maryland. The annual event features a drum circle, tai chi, healthy meals, and time for socialization.
 
GENuine Connections, developed by DOROT in New York, New York. The intergenerational online space provides opportunities for older adults and teens to participate in weekly workshops, share life experiences, and build community. 
     
· Available Now: Free At-Home COVID-19 Tests, Including More Accessible Option: Please see Free At Home COVID-19 Tests for more information and to order tests.
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· OILP is Seeking Success Stories: The Office of Independent Living Programs wants to highlight examples of the amazing work of our CIL and ILS colleagues! Therefore, we are asking you, our colleagues, to help us share your stories by copying your Program Officer on any press releases that are distributed. Please view the staff contact list for the Office of Independent Living Programs. We appreciate your support!
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· Employment Resources: We are pleased to share the following resources with you below. 

The Impact of Ableism on Disability Employment Podcast, with NCIL Executive Director Theo Braddy

Results and Innovation in Systems Excellence (RISE) Community One-Pager for the community, The Past, Present, and Future of CILs Facilitating Pre-Employment Transition Services

RISE Community One-Pager for the community, Peer Support for CILs Building Employment Services

· HHS Empower Program: The HHS emPOWER Program provides federal data, mapping, and artificial intelligence tools, as well as training and resources, to help communities nationwide protect the health of at-risk Medicare beneficiaries, including 4.5 million individuals who live independently and rely on electricity-dependent durable medical and assistive equipment and devices, and/or certain essential health care services. Public health authorities and their partners in all 50 states, 5 territories, and the District of Columbia use HHS emPOWER Program data and tools to strengthen emergency preparedness, response, recovery, and mitigation and take action to protect at-risk populations prior to, during, and after incidents, emergencies, and disasters.

· National Family Caregivers Month: In recognition of National Family Caregivers Month, please visit National Family Caregivers Month for resources.

· FEMA Advisory- Resources for Hurricane Helene: Please see FEMA Advisory for resources.

· Centers for Independent Living and Their Role in Emergency Management: Please view this article by the  Emergency Management Network.

· National Center for Diversity, Equity, and Intersectionality: The National Center for Disability, Equity, and Intersectionality is a coalition of professionals, individuals with disabilities, and family members of individuals with disabilities; this coalition aims to identify and reduce life-limiting inequities in healthcare, community living, and justice for people with disabilities. More information and resources are available for CILs, SILCs and DSEs at Think Equitable and What We Do. Questions may be e-mailed to Peter Nye.

· HHS Provides Additional Tools to Strengthen Access to Quality Home and Community-Based Services: For more information, please visit HHS Provides Tools for Accessing HCBS Services. 

· Disability Vaccine Access Opportunities Center Resource Hub: Resources and toolkits are available to serve people with disabilities before, during and after public health emergencies at the DVAO hub.

· ACL Expands DIAL to include self-service features: ACL’s Disability Information and Access Line (DIAL) launched in September a new tool to help people with disabilities find local services and resources to support community living. Through DIAL’s enhanced website and its searchable database, users can now find the information they need, at any time of day, every day of the year. We encourage you to provide any contact information updates for your CIL through the DIAL website.

Please share this newsletter with your staff so they can use these great resources. As always, please feel free to contact our office if you have questions.
